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Burns & McDonnell Names Allen Xi General Manager of  

the Southcentral Region 

 

HOUSTON — Allen Xi, senior vice president, has been promoted to general manager for Burns 

& McDonnell in Houston, Texas. In this role, Xi will lead a workforce of more than 800 

professionals in the Southcentral region, who provide engineering, procurement, construction 

and consulting services to clients in a wide variety of industries. He succeeds Leslie Duke, who 

was recently announced as CEO-elect for the firm.  

“We are incredibly excited to see Allen fulfill this leadership role and continue our company’s 

streak of success in the region,” Duke says. “Allen is a relatable, strategic and purposeful leader 

with a proven track record for exceeding clients’ expectations.” 

Since joining Burns & McDonnell in 2000, Xi has worked primarily with clients in the power 

transmission and distribution sector, taking on roles of increasing responsibility. Most recently, 

he served as senior vice president responsible for the Southcentral region’s Transmission & 

Distribution and Environmental groups of Burns & McDonnell, as well as the regional section of 

1898 & Co., the business and technology consultancy that is part of Burns & McDonnell. 

“I am honored, humbled and excited to lead our tremendous team of professionals in Houston,” 

Xi says. “Our employee-owners across the region provide unmatched dedication to helping 

support and enhance our diverse communities and economy across the Gulf Coast region.” 

Xi supported and served as a committee member of Boy Scouts Troop 1288 for almost 10 years 

and currently volunteers his time supporting the Montgomery County Community Assistance 

Center (CAC), which provides resources to meet basic needs and improve the quality of life for 

those in Montgomery County. 

Xi holds a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from the University of Wuhan in Wuhan, 

China; a master’s degree in electrical engineering from EPRI China in Beijing, China; and an 

MBA from the University of Kansas. He is a registered professional engineer (PE) in Texas and 

Kansas. 

Engineering News-Record ranks Burns & McDonnell as the No. 3 design firm in the Texas & 

Louisiana region, No. 1 in Power, and No. 7 among the Top 500 Design Firms.  

 

About Burns & McDonnell 

Burns & McDonnell is a family of companies bringing together an unmatched team of more than 

13,500 engineers, construction and craft professionals, architects, planners, technologists, and 

scientists to design and build our critical infrastructure. With an integrated construction and 

design mindset, we offer full-service capabilities. Founded in 1898 and working from 70 offices 

globally, Burns & McDonnell is 100% employee-owned. Learn how we are designed to build. 
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