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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Burns & McDonnell Hires Industry Leader Agnes Otto as 

Transportation Director 

20-Year Industry Veteran Will Fill New Role Within Transportation Group 
 

KANSAS CITY, Missouri — Agnes Otto has been hired as transportation director within the 
Transportation Group at Burns & McDonnell.  
 
As transportation director, Otto will drive strategy and client and people development while 
delivering innovative and cost-effective solutions to our client base. Her innovative approach 
and career in engineering delivery and applied technologies further enables Burns & McDonnell 
to support big infrastructure projects, aligning people development with technology integration to 
more efficiently deliver end-to-end infrastructure solutions.  
 
Otto previously led a multistate regional transportation practice, where she was responsible for 
growth and delivery of engineering and planning services. She brings a passion for developing 
and mentoring people and helping them develop their career trajectories while aligning 
successful business practices.  
 
“Agnes is a strategic thinker and has a great ability to integrate technology into the engineering 
and construction business,” says Michael DeBacker, vice president and leader of the 
Transportation Group at Burns & McDonnell. “She brings a keen sense of people development 
and will be an excellent champion for our employee-owners.”   
 
"I am thrilled to take on this role with Burns & McDonnell,” Otto says. “To be working with a firm 
so grounded in employee ownership and people development and to be able to align that 
people-centric philosophy with the ability to integrate so many new and useful technologies like 
digital delivery, data analytics, and smart vehicle infrastructure opens a future full of new ways 
to support our clients.” 
 
Otto is LEED AP certified and earned her bachelor’s degree in biology from Rockhurst 
University. She also participated in the Kansas City Tomorrow leadership program through the 
Civic Council of Greater Kansas City. Otto has supported the American Council of Engineering 
Companies liaison committees in both Kansas and Missouri. She is on the regional investment 
strategies subcommittee for the Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce Big 5 
Transportation Initiative.  
 

 

### 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/agnesotto/
https://hubs.ly/H0KqPpX0


Contact:  Mandy Zellers, Burns & McDonnell 
    816-782-6229    

azellers@burnsmcd.com  
 

About Burns & McDonnell 
Burns & McDonnell is a family of companies bringing together an unmatched team of 7,600 

engineers, construction professionals, architects, planners, technologists and scientists to 

design and build our critical infrastructure. With an integrated construction and design mindset, 

we offer full-service capabilities with more than 60 offices globally. Founded in 1898, Burns & 

McDonnell is 100% employee-owned. Learn how we are designed to build. 

https://hubs.ly/H0KqPqX0

